
 Easter is always a time to consider miracles.  After all, the very basis of 
our eternal hope is the miracle of the resurrection; as Paul wrote, “If there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not 
been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in 
vain.”  (1 Corinthians 15:13-14) 

 But this wasn’t the first of God’s extraordinary miracles; perhaps the 
most fantastic miracle (that we too often forget about) was the miracle of making 
the sun stand still for a day, enabling him to triumph in battle at Gibeon.  The 
Bible reports it thus: “On the day when the LORD gave the Amorites over to the 
Israelites, Joshua spoke to the LORD; and he said in the sight of Israel, "Sun, 
stand still at Gibeon, and Moon, in the valley of Aijalon."  And the sun stood 
still, and the moon stopped.”  (Joshua 10:12-13a) 

 As a child, of course the incredible aspect of this story was the idea that 
the sun would stand still in the sky.  But now, as an adult, the hardest aspect of 
the story for me to appreciate is that Joshua not only had the faith to speak this 
command to the Lord, but that he said this “in the sight of Israel.”  This means 
that he didn’t make this request in private prayer; he made the request in a very 
public way, so that he would have looked quite foolish if it hadn’t happened. 

 This story provided the basis for a recent book, “Sun Stand Still” by 
Steven Furtick, founding pastor of Elevation Church in Charlotte, NC.  Pastor 
Furtick says that when we speak of faith, it needs to be audacious faith. He 
defines “audacious faith” as “an attitude and a set of actions that are deeply 
rooted in, even required by, your conviction that all things are possible with 
God.”  He goes on to say that audacious faith “isn’t some newfangled, 
extrabiblical variety of faith.  It is a return to the core of Christianity: trusting 
Jesus completely in every area of your life and setting out to devote your life 
wholly to revealing his glory in this world.” 

 Remember that we’re talking about God’s glory, not yours.  Audacious 
faith is not about getting the winning ticket the next time the jackpot reaches  
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oshua spoke 

$300 million or so; that would be using faith to manipulate God for your purposes.  
Audacious faith is the opposite: having a dream that God will use you in ways you 
never would have imagined otherwise. 

 Audacious faith is not about the avoidance of hard work or sacrifice.  
Joshua’s armies marched for many miles over difficult terrain.  They fought difficult 
battles against determined enemies.  Many good soldiers were lost.  But audacious 
faith is faith that sustains you in the midst of battle.  It is the kind of faith that 
keeps you marching forward toward an enemy that has you outnumbered. 

 I remember hearing a presentation where the speaker reminded us that in 
the Bible, God often makes a promise on one page and then the promise is fulfilled 
on the next page, so it seems like it happens right away – but we forget that it could 
be years or decades from one page to the next.  As Pastor Furtick writes: “If all your 
prayers were answered the moment you prayed them, you’d start putting your faith 
in the power of your prayers instead of the power of Jesus.” 

 He continues: “[Audacious faith] brings your unseen future possibilities into 
focus right now.  It redirects your focus from what is right now to what you believe 
will be one day.  And it ensures that you don’t give up in the meantime – before you 
ever get to see your dream become a reality.” 

 So as a congregation and as individuals, let us allow the Easter miracle to 
inspire us to have an open, audacious faith.  Let us give voice to our visions “in the 
sight of Israel”, in order that everyone will know of our confidence in the Lord.  
Dare to ask God for the impossible! 

Peace and blessings, 

J 
to the LORD; and 
he said in the sight of 
Israel, ‘Sun, stand 
still at Gibeon.’”  
 – Joshua 10:12  
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From the  Choir  Room 

YOUTH ENSEMBLE 
There is NO Youth Ensemble rehearsal on Good Friday, April 22. They will sing 
at the Tenebrae Service on Good Friday, April 22 at 8 p.m. Regular Friday 
rehearsals resume on Friday April 29. 

See page 6 for a full listing of worship services and events during Holy Week. 

Easter Lilies 
 
 Donate to the Easter Lilies in memory of a loved one, to honor family or friend, in  
thanksgiving for another person, or other tributes on Easter Sunday.  Please fill out the information 
below and place in the offering plate together with your donation or contact the church office  
by April 18, 2011 (201‐568‐7373 x 0 or x 304 or email to office@englewoodpres.org). 
 

In memory of: _______________________________________________________________________ 
   

In honor of: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In thanksgiving for: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Other honor: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Given by:   ____________________________________________________________________________          
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Family/children’s/You th Minist ries  

$100 SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH GOING TO 
CAMP JOHNSONBURG 
Our Presbyterian Church Camp offers a variety of camps filled with fun, summer activities  
with timeless messages from the Bible. Camps for ages 5 to 17 are available just 50 minutes from 
Englewood in west NJ. Include Camp Johnsonburg in planning for your kids. The Christian 
Education Committee makes these scholarships available, and more can be requested by speaking 
with Dorothy VanderWerf, Carol Schulzrinne or Karen DuBois Kahn, Co-Chairs of CE. 

EIGHT CONFIRMATION STUDENTS & EIGHT MENTORS ARE CONNECTING 

We ask the congregation to continue your prayers for our Confirmands as they meet with 
their Mentors and continue their classes with Rev. Hong. Confirmands and Mentors are: 
Katie Bigler & Gwen McLoud, Nicole Burrowes & Yvonne Crichton, Ashley Harrison & 
Ulah Fields, Joy Okorie & Eunice Dartey, Emily Rule & Marcy Steele, Ilta Schulzrinne & 
Diane Christian, Emily Ye & Barbara Soyster, and Carolina Zuluaga & Lois Strauss. 
 

The next class is Friday, April 8 at 5:30 p.m. followed by a Supper with confirmands and 
mentors at 7 p.m. hosted by the parents. 

 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH DO MISSION PROJECT IN APRIL 

One Great Hour of Sharing “fish” banks will be distributed on April 3 for children and 
youth to collect cash for flood victims in New Jersey and for natural disasters such as in 
Japan. 
 

The Children’s Ministry Team recommends that the children and youth donate a  
coin each time they feel grateful for the blessing of food, family, a nice day, etc. The 
OGHS Offering banks will be collected on Palm Sunday, April 17 during worship. 

PALM SUNDAY 

On PALM Sunday, April 17, there will be a Procession of Families with Eco-Palms: Families are 
invited to come at 10:30 a.m., gather in Elmore Hall to prepare for the Processional carrying eco-
palms and singing the chorus of “All Glory, Laud and Honor" followed by a spoken and sung Call 
to Worship which will conclude with the children singing, “Praise You the Lord, 
Hallelujah”.  
 

EASTER 

On EASTER Sunday, April 24, Worship begins at 10:45 a.m. followed by the Easter Egg Hunt:  
During worship, there will be packets of Easter activities for children available from the 
Ushers. The Nursery will be open for children up through Kindergarten. The Easter Egg 
Hunt for the children will follow Worship at 12:30 p.m. starting from Elmore Hall. 

 



 

 

   

              
 

First  Press 

News for the  Congregat ion 

Page 5 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

Don’t forget the Sunday Morning Bible Study that meets at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room each week.  
Rev. Hong reviews the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of 
history, context, and translation that affect the interpretation of the story into a message for us. 
Please note: there will be no Bible Study on Easter Sunday.   
 

FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, April 7 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room   

The First Thursday study group continues on Thursday, April 7 in the East 
Room.  Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time of learning, discussion, and 
fellowship. 
 

APPROACHES OF THE EARLIEST CHURCH TO THE MYSTERY OF THE LORD’S DEATH 
AND RESURRECTION  
Saturday, April 2 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel; Lecture open to all 
Professor John McGuckin will deliver a very interesting and informative presentation on how the 
earliest church used the concept of the ‘Image’ (us made in the image and likeness of God), to 
reflect on the Resurrection ‘presence’ of Christ in the corporate body (Eucharist) and individual 
heart (prayer life) of the Christian believer. 
 

The Revd. Professor John Anthony McGuckin, of Irish extraction, is a priest of the 
Orthodox Church in the Patriarchate of Romania’s Archdiocese in America.  He is currently 
the Nielsen Professor of Late Antique and Byzantine Christian History at Union Theological 
Seminary; and also the Professor of Byzantine Christianity at Columbia University.  He has 
published more than twenty books on religious and historical themes as a leading interpreter of 
the Early Christian and Eastern Orthodox traditions.    

JEWISH CUSTOMS AND HOLIDAYS 
Tuesday, April 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
FPC welcomes Rabbi Neal Borovitz, chairperson of the Jewish-Christian Relations 
Council of Bergen County, who will speak to us about the holidays and customs of 
the Jewish faith.  His presentation will explore some of the key differences between 
Jewish and Christian understandings of Scripture and enlighten us as to the manner in 
which Scripture is lived out by our Jewish friends and neighbors. 
 

WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE ABOUT … SALVATION 
Thursday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
This next installment in the “What Presbyterians Believe…” series tackles the topic of 
salvation.  What do Presbyterians traditionally believe about the existence of heaven,  
hell, and who goes where?  Rev. Hong will discuss the classic teachings of the Reformed 
tradition, alternative theologies, and current controversies that are making the headlines.  
Light refreshments will be served. 



 

 

Lenten Worship and Soup Lunch  
As a part of our observance of Lent we will once again have our weekly Lenten Worship  
and Soup Lunch series that continues on Wednesdays April 6 & 13 at noon in the Chapel.   
Each week we will have a brief worship followed by fellowship around a simple meal of hearty  
soups and bread. 

 

Lenten Men’s Breakfast   
On Wednesday morning, April 20, we will have a morning Lenten Men’s Breakfast and  
brief prayer service at 8:00 a.m. in the Chapel.  Advance signup is requested so we know  
how many to prepare for.  Please signup for this event at Coffee and Conversation by  
April 15th. 
 

Maundy Thursday 
On Maundy Thursday, April 21, we will have a simple Soup Supper in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m., 
followed by a brief worship service around the tables that includes a celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  
Soupmakers are needed!   

 

Service of Tenebrae  
This year our deeply moving Service of Tenebrae will take place on Good Friday, April 22, at  
8:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  This traditionally solemn “service of shadows” commemorates the 
crucifixion of Jesus and will feature a trio of flute, oboe and cello accompanying the Chancel Choir 
and Youth Ensemble in works by Mozart, Rutter, Pergolesi and Lotti.  Please join us for a truly 
beautiful service that gives depth to our celebration of Easter. 
 

Easter Festival Service  

Reminder: our Easter worship begins with an extended prelude at 10:45 a.m. on Easter Sunday,  
April 24.  This service will feature the Chancel Choir, brass quintet and timpani performing pieces by 
Gabrielli, Noyen, and King, and is the last major event to feature our magnificent pipe organ prior to 
its removal for restoration and enhancement by the Letourneau organ company.  The service includes 
the singing of Handel's "Hallelujah" chorus by the entire congregation.  There will be no Bible Study 
prior to worship that day. 
 
Please note: Crossroads will not meet on Easter Sunday.  But please remember to check out the 
Crossroads worship sometime on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively,  
and fun, with a great band and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia 
enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 

 April  2011 Page 6 
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MAKE ROOM FOR GUESTS...IN THE PARKING LOT! 
 

Let’s extend our wonderful tradition of hospitality to the parking lot!  As our  
attendance increases, the parking lot is getting crowded.  Especially on Easter  
Sunday, we encourage those of you who are physically able to use ON-STREET  
PARKING on Dwight Place or along Palisade Avenue, leaving our parking lot free  
for visitors and those who need to avail themselves of spaces closer to the building.  

(Please be aware that U-turns on Palisade Avenue are illegal.  If you make a U-turn  
in order to park, you may be ticketed.) 

WALK THE LABYRINTH JUST BEFORE HOLY WEEK 
 

Walk the Labyrinth on Friday, April 15 from 4 – 7 p.m. and on Palm Sunday, April 17 
from 12 noon to 4 p.m. There will also be a path marking the way to the Sanctuary for 
those who wish to spend some time in prayer in our beautiful Sanctuary surrounded by 
stained glass windows and uplifting music. Enter the labyrinth in the Chapel through the 

East Room. The Chapel is a beautiful setting, too, for a quiet space with candle light and Gregorian Chant. 

WE SPONSOR ANOTHER GIVE AWAY IN MAY 
The Mission Committee will be accepting your donated items on Thursday, May 12 from 3 to 7 p.m. and on  
Friday, May 13 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Bedding, clothes, toys, shoes, baby items, tools, household items, lamps, 
small furniture, etc. will be collected and displayed in Elmore Hall. Then on Saturday, May 14, local residents 
from Service Agencies in the area come to choose items they can use.   
 

Many volunteers are needed on all three days. If you can give an hour or more, 
it is most appreciated.  It’s a wonderful mission. It’s a hands-on way that we 
can help families in need. There will be sign-up lists at Coffee & Conversation. 

   SOCKS FOR JAPAN—BRING TO CHURCH ON PALM SUNDAY 
Many have asked how they can help the survivors of the devastating earthquake that struck Japan on  

March 11. Some people have donated money, and that’s a wonderful thing to do, but direct aid is 
also cherished by the survivors. Many of them ended up barefoot after fleeing in a hurry, feet got  

wet and extra cold at night. Receiving a new, fresh pair of socks provides a moment of comfort. 
Survivors have requested socks. If these socks arrive with a caring note as well, it’s very 
heartening for survivors and helps them retain their sanity as they cope with this crisis.  

 

Here is what you can do:  
 

1. Buy new socks, any size, nice ones that will brighten someone’s day. 
2. Put each pair in a sealed plastic bag with a piece of paper saying for man, woman, boy, girl, or baby. 

3. Enclose a care letter in each plastic bag. Japanese people treasure letters, 
 especially ones from foreigners. 
 

Bring the socks to church on Palm Sunday and present them during a special offering  
of SOCKS FOR JAPAN. 
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Mission on the  Move 

WEST VIRGINIA HERE WE COME!  JULY 9 TO JULY 16! 
It’s an image that I just can’t get out of my mind. It was the end of the day on 
Friday.  It was  hot – very hot – and we were tired – but the pride with which 
Nancy walked down her new handicap ramp to survey her newly planted yard,  

the smiles on her neighbors’ faces and the honking horns racing down the street – were a wonderful end 
to our week and of our accomplishments in the hollers of West Virginia.   
 So we have decided to return to West Virginia this summer on our second Mission Trip. And  
we’re hoping that many folks will go with us.  This time we are planning an intergenerational experience  
for a week, starting July 9th.   Families with children of all ages are welcome.  We also need folks who are 
willing to work on a project (similar to a Habitat work site),  some folks who are willing to cook for   
the team, and some that are interested in caring for our children during the day.  We are headed back to 
Huntington where the living accommodations are modern (hot showers and air conditioning) and the 
kitchen is well equipped to feed lots of folks. For families with children – we are planning a program that 
will provide daily care for the children, including trips to area swimming holes, parks, museums, etc.,  and 
there will be a free day mid week for river rafting, antiquing, hiking – or whatever suits your fancy. 
 We know that there are lots of question – so Jae Yoo will be at a table in Coffee and Conversation 
for the next couple of Sundays to talk about our experience and what we are planning for this year.  Please 
stop by and chat with him, or talk with others who went last summer - including Richard Hong, Debbie 
Alvarez, Barbara Ryder, Linda Moats, Marcy Steele and David Johnson.  We hope to see you in West 
Virginia this summer.                                                                 -Marcy Steele 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HOSTING FAMILY PROMISE  
Family Promise is the new program in Bergen County for hosting homeless families in houses of worship. 
Our church is a Host Congregation for three weeks; two in July and one in December. Leonia 
Presbyterian and Leonia United Methodist Churches, Kol Haneshana Congregation and St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, both in Englewood, Unitarian Universalist of the Palisades, and 
Metro Church in Fort Lee are all working with us to accomplish this wonderful mission.  
If you are interested in helping, speak to Marcy Steele, Mission Committee Chair. 

EAST BERGEN CROP WALK FOR HUNGER IS  
SUNDAY, MAY 1 AT 2 P.M.  
Put on your walking shoes, ask family and friends to sponsor you and make  
a difference in people’s lives locally and world-wide. 25 % of the funds raised  
benefit the Center for Food Action and 75 % benefit emergency or self-
development projects in 80 countries through Church World Service. The  
Walk Route options are 6 miles, 4 miles, or 1 ½ miles long with rest stops along 
the way. 10 other congregations join us from Leonia, Englewood, Teaneck and 
Bergenfield. Beginning Sunday, April 3, individuals or families can register by 
picking up a Sponsor form at Coffee & Conversation. Carol Cornell is our  
representative to the CROP WALK Steering Committee and is Treasurer for  
the Walk. The Garrison Family puts up all the signs to mark the Walk route. 



 

 

Learn.  Grow.  Serve.  

GENTLE YOGA CONTINUES BUT ON FRIDAYS IN APRIL AT 10 A.M.  
We are grateful to Maritza Dearing, professional fitness trainer from our congregation, who 
donates her time and expertise with a growing number of people committed to stretching and 
strengthening their bodies using a gentle yoga approach, even from a chair. People of any age are 
invited to share in this empowering, energizing and inspiring work-out from 10 to 11 a.m. in the 
chapel on Fridays, April 8, 15, and 29. We will not meet on Good Friday, April 22.  

PARENTS & PLAY GROUP MEETS EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 9:30 A.M.  
Moms and Dads and their children gather every Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. in the Church’s Nursery where 
parents have a chance to talk, meet new friends, share parenting resources and enjoy 
watching their children play. In April they will meet on the 6th, 20th, & 27th, but 
not on the 13th. 
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PICTORIAL DIRECTORY COMING SOON… 
DO WE HAVE YOUR PICTURE? 
 
Our resident photographer, Debbie Alvarez, is usually ready with camera in hand to take 
your picture at Coffee & Conversation. The Outreach Committee wants to put together 
a Pictorial Directory to help all of us get to know each other better. Just ask Debbie to 
take your picture on Sunday, that’s all we ask!  Or send in a picture to include and do it 
real soon. Thank you! 

BRING A FOOD DONATION TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY 
 

Bring your food donations on April 3 and May 1.  Groceries of all kinds including paper  
products, baby food, kid-friendly food, tuna fish, peanut butter and cereals are always in demand 
at the Center for Food Action. All cash or check donations are also very much appreciated. In the 
first 3 months of the year we have donated 55 bags of groceries.  

SINGLES CONNECTION CONNECTS ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 

Grab Your Passport for a Photographic Visit to the “Land of the Royal Wedding!”  Join Singles 
Connection in the East Room and enjoy this slide presentation by Ray Turkin, 
fine art photographer of Teaneck.  We’ll take a photographic journey with Ray to 
“Northern England,” visiting some familiar locations such as London, Stratford 
Upon Avon, and York as well as various lesser known towns and villages.  We'll  
visit castles, palaces, and churches.  Even though you may have been to some of 
these places, hopefully you'll be seeing them in a different light.  So grab your passport and let's go. 
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BLOOD DONORS MAKE A DIFFERENCE: LIFE SHARED. LIFE SAVED.  
The Deacons with Community Blood Services sponsor a Blood Drive here on Palm Sunday, April 17, from  
12 noon to 2:30 p.m. One out of three people will need blood. It could be a friend, a family member, maybe 
even you, so please donate.  Sign-up for a specific time at Coffee & Conversation or by calling the  
FPC Office. 
 

Donor Guidelines are: 
 Bring an I.D. with signature 
 Be at least 17 years old or 16 with parent’s permission 
 Weigh over 110 lbs and  
 Be in general good health  

 

Free cholesterol and glucose screening comes with every donation. Other  
questions? Call the Church Office. 

YOU HAVE A DINNER DATE ON SAT., JUNE 4, 2011 
Save the date for “Know Your Church Family” dinners in Members’ homes (with 
children and youth at the church hosted by Rich and Dorothy). 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our Web site, don’t forget that our 
sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible at 
no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Englewood), follow us on Twitter 
(@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 

Happy Easter! 
Sunday, April 24, 2011 

Worship with Us in April 
See page 6 

CONGREGATION NOW HAS 
CHURCH BUSINESS CARDS 
 

Will you invite someone to your church? 
  A business card is a good way to start a 
conversation and communicate your gracious 

invite to a place of worship, study and 
fellowship. Pick up several at the church’s 

Information Centers and keep 
them with you as you meet and 

greet people in your business  
or in your community. 


